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Competing R01 applications vs. budgets for 
NCI & RPGs: Percent change since FY 2013
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R01 Applications source: NIH RePORTER. 2019 applications estimated.

NCI budget shown here is the base appropriation. Excludes Cancer Moonshot.  
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21st Century Cures Act - orange

Childhood Cancer Initiative - green 

NCI Appropriations 
FY 2015 – 2020 (in millions)
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NCI FY 2020 Appropriation from Congress

Grant Type FY 2020 FY 2019
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NCI FY 2020 Competing Grant Policies
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Does not include SBIR/STTR or Admin Supplements

*FY 2017 includes competing first-year costs and awards from Cancer Moonshot fully funded awards. 

In addition to these 

RPGs, in FY19 NCI 

supported over $1.1B of 

extramural research 

grants through non-RPG 

mechanisms, e.g.,

• Clinical trials (U10)

• Cancer Centers (P30)

• SPORES (U54)

• Training (F, K, T)
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NCI supplemental funding from Congress

• Enacted April 24th

• $306M for NCI to 
develop, validate, 
improve, and 
implement serological 
testing and associated 
technologies

• COVID-19 focused and 
distinct from annual 
appropriation
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NCI Response to COVID-19     

Three NCI Notices (April) –

• Urgent Competitive Revisions & Admin. Supps (CA-20-042)

• SBIR/STTR Urgent Competitive Revisions & Admin. Supps (CA-20-043)

• Redirecting Grant Funds to COVID-19-Related Research (CA-20-054)

NIH / NCI issued policy flexibility on –

• Deadlines

• Paying salaries & stipends

• Project periods & reporting 

• ESI & trainee eligibility

Guidance and Support

• FAQs on repurposing grant funds to conduct COVID-19 research

• FAQs on expedited timeframes for NCI decisions
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Budget Trends & FY 2021

• TBD when FY 2021 final funding will arrive?

▪ FY 2017 in May 2017; FY 2013 in March 2013, FY 2009 in March 2009

• TBD who will be in charge?

• Funding trend is strong, but will it continue?

▪ Since FY 2016 NIH budget is +$9.4B (up 29%)

▪ Since FY 2016 NCI budget is +$1.2B (up 23.5%)

• No FY 2021 Senate bill, but House is +$54M (up 0.8%) for NCI*

*House also includes $5B (NIH-wide) for lab productivity losses due to pandemic
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Additional Resources

NCI Budget

• Sharpless on Details of NCI FY 2020 Budget Increase

• McGarey on NCI Budgets During a Continuing Resolution

COVID-19

• Singer on SeroNet for COVID-19 Response

• Lowy & Singer provide Further Details on SeroNet

• Bogler on Cancer Research Training in the Era of COVID-19

https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/nci-bottom-line-blog/2020/fy-2020-budget-boost-for-nci
https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/nci-bottom-line-blog/2019/living-in-budget-limbo-under-continuing-resolution
https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/nci-bottom-line-blog/2020/nci-seeks-applications-for-seronet-covid-19-research
https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/nci-bottom-line-blog/2020/nci-initiatives-on-the-human-immune-response-to-sars-cov-2
https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/nci-bottom-line-blog/2020/cancer-research-training-in-th-era-of-covid-19
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